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 “….All the best performers 
bring to their role something 
more, something different than 
what the author put on paper.  
That’s what makes theatre live.  
That’s why it persists.” 

 
Stephen Sondheim 
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Assistive Listening Devices @ Assistive Listening Devices @ BECK CENTERBECK CENTER
Assistive Listening Devices (ALDs) amplify and clarify sound by cutting down or eliminating 
ambient noise. Assistive Listening Systems are installed in both the Senney Theater and the Studio 
Theater and were completely overhauled during the summer of 2021 to improve sound quality and 
performance. Headsets may be used at any seat and, with the upgrade, induction neck loops are 
also now available for patrons who use hearing aids and cochlear implants with a “T” switch. Ask 
your audiologist whether your hearing aid or cochlear implant has a “T” switch (telecoil) 
and how to use it with an assistive listening headset.

Who can use an Assistive Listening Device?
Everyone! While induction neck-loops are only compatible with hearing aids and cochlear implants 
that include a “T” switch, the ear speaker can be used by anyone who wants a little volume boost.

Will the patrons next to me be disturbed by the Assistive Listening Device?
ALDs are designed to deliver sound directly to an individual and work using specific reserved radio 
frequencies so as to not conflict with any other devices or equipment in use by the theatre or our 
patrons. In addition, the ear speakers and the neck loops are designed to be as inconspicuous as 
possible. It’s likely no one will even know you’re using one.

Are Assistive Listening Devices available for every show and event at Beck Center?
YES! As long as the event is held inside the Senney or Studio Theater.

Do I need to request an Assistive Listening Device in advance?
You do not need to request an ALD in advance of arriving at the theatre and an ALD can be 
requested at any time during an event. ALDs are distributed on a first-come-first-served basis free of 
charge. You may request your ALD at the Customer Service desk in the Beck Center lobby.

Is there a cost for using an Assistive Listening Device?
No, ALDs are distributed free of charge on a first-come-first-served basis.

Do I need to sit in a specific place to use an Assistive Listening Device?
No, all of our ALDs will work from any seat in any of our three theatres.

Do you clean your Assistive Listening Devices?
Yes, we follow the manufactures maintenance recommendations and use antimicrobial wipes to 
clean all earpieces and neckloops when they are returned before placing them back into storage.

Do I need to arrive early to obtain an Assistive Listening Device?
While obtaining an ALD will not take very long, we strongly recommend that all patrons arrive AT 
LEAST 20 minutes before the performance to allow time to park, get to the theatre, and find your 
seat.

I have a hearing aid or cochlear implant, will an Assistive Listening Device work for me?
Induction neckloops are also now available for patrons who use hearing aids and cochlear implants 
with a “T” switch. Ask your audiologist whether your hearing aid or cochlear implant has a “T” switch 
(telecoil) and how to use it with an assistive listening headset.  Patrons find this to be the best way 
to use the ALD’s.

I have severe hearing loss, will an Assistive Listening Device work for me?
ALDs will generally help anyone who can understand normal conversation either without aid or with 
a hearing aid. For more severe hearing loss, an ALD alone may not be enough. 

Questions? Just call Customer Service at 
216.521.2540 x10 or email boxoffice@beckcenter.org



ACCESSIBILITY – Wheelchair ramps, an 
elevator, and accessible restrooms make all 
areas of Beck Center accommodating to all 
patrons. Theatergoers in wheelchairs should 
request seats in Row J.

BOX OFFICE HOURS – 12pm - 8pm 
Monday through Thursday; 12pm - 5pm 
Friday; 9am - 5pm Saturday; 12 pm - 4pm 
on Sundays during performance times; and 
open through intermission on performance 
dates. For ticket information visit beckcenter.
org or call 216.521.2540 x10.

CELL PHONES – Please turn off all cell phones 
and audible devices as the sound and screen 
light are distracting to the audience and 
especially the cast. Texting is not permitted 
during performances. Copyrights strictly 
prohibit the photographing, audio or video 
recording of all productions. Cameras and 
cell phones may be confiscated. 

LARGE PRINT PLAYBILLS – Are available 
upon request at our Customer Service desk.

FIRE – Exits indicated by red lights are 
the shortest route to safety. In case of an 
emergency, please walk to the nearest exit. 

LOST & FOUND – Customer Service 
maintains a Lost & Found service as a courtesy 
to our patrons. Please report any misplaced 
items, lost or found, immediately.

PARKING – Convenient, free, on-site parking.

RECYCLING – Beck Center believes in 
recycling. If you decide to discard your 
playbill, bottles or cans, please do so in the 
designated recycling receptacles. 

RESTROOMS – Restrooms are located on 
the ground floor near the garden court at the 
west end of the Galleria and on the second 
floor just outside the elevator. 

SMOKING – Beck Center is a non-smoking      
facility. Smoking is permitted outdoors.

USE OF CAMERAS OR RECORDING DEVICES DURING THE PERFORMANCE IS PROHIBITED.

House Information

About Beck Center
Beck Center for the Arts is proud to be a part of Northeast Ohio’s professional theater 
landscape. Like our colleagues Playhouse Square, Cleveland Play House, Dobama 
Theatre, and Great Lakes Theater, Beck Center has a letter of agreement with Actors’ 
Equity Association. We hire professional actors from the Northeast Ohio region, including 
members of Actors’ Equity. Specifically, we are a Small Professional Theater (SPT) based 
on the number of seats, number of our performances, and the maximum weekly hours of 
work we provide to actors. We are also a producing theater.  We produce every show on 
our stages. Meaning we choose the play, cast and rehearse it, build the sets, props, and 
costumes, direct and perform the music, and design lights and sound, utilizing regional 
resources and talent, all for you, our valued patron of the arts. Thank you for supporting 
live theater!



A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

“Drag is a raised fist inside a sequined glove.”
Rexy, THE LEGEND OF GEORGIA McBRIDE

Like many, my introduction to drag was the artist Divine.  It 
was the summer of 1988.  I was in a theatre company in rural 
Illinois and one of the volunteers, I believe his name was 
Richard, invited a couple of us over for dinner.  He lived in 
a meticulously decorated mobile home on a gentle slope 
surrounded by miles of cornfields.  He provided the dinner.  
We brought the beer.  As the sun faded we sat outside and 
talked about the production and theatre and our homes.  
Two of us were from Chicago.  I was from Cleveland. Richard 
shared the challenges of a gay man living in a small rural 
community.  It was 1988.  He masked the pain with razor 
sharp wit and bravado and beer.  Someone brought up 
Divine.  I said, “Who’s Divine?”  Richard’s face snapped in 
my direction.  “I know exactly what we’re doing tonight.”  
We watched his VHS copy of the John Waters classic, PINK 
FLAMINGO, and laughed and screamed and laughed some 
more.  It was great fun.  The thing I remember most about 
that evening was the sense of community in that little mobile 
home in the middle of nowhere.  It was irreverent.  It was 
inclusive.  It was fun.  These are the aspects of drag culture 
that have touched me most deeply and are key components 
that everyone in our production of Matthew Lopez’s lovely 
play has embraced from the beginning.  We explore.  We 
laugh.  We cheer.  And our leader in this generous process 
has been Cleveland’s iconic drag performer Veranda L’Ni, 
our Director of Drag.  Veranda has skillfully guided us as we’ve 
explored the protest and the pizazz of drag always stating 
“This is who I am” and asking “Who are you?”

Eric Schmiedl 
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Setting
Florida.

Jason Eno* .................................................................................................Miss Tracy Mills
Matt Gittins* ............................................................................................ Casey/Georgia
Bryce Evan Lewis ........................................................................................................... Jo
Brian Pedaci..............................................................................................................Eddie
Zak Tahsin ......................................................................... Jason/Miss Anorexia Nervosa

* Actor appears courtesy of the Actors’ Equity Association (AEA) 

Cast of Characters 

Artistic Director  .......................................................................................... Scott Spence
Director  ....................................................................................................... Eric Schmiedl
Production Stage Manager ......................................................................Joy DeMarco
Assistant Stage Manager ........................................................................ Jamie Benetto 
Technical Director ......................................................................................... Mark DeVol
Associate Technical Director ..................................................................Simon Sedmak
Scenic Designer................................................................................................ Trad Burns
Lighting Designer .............................................................................................. Trad Burns
Costume Designer ................................................................ Suwatana (Pla) Rockland
Sound Designer ............................................................................................Angie Hayes 
Wardrobe Supervisor ....................................................................................Betty Pitcher
Follow Spot ................................................................................................... Mary Kahelin
Master Electrician/Asst. to Mr. Burns  ...............................................Andrew McDaniels
Stage Crew/Dressers .................... Julia Aylward, Ryan Foster and Bob Wachsberger

Production Staff



Donate to
Beck Center 's
Creating Our

Future
Campaign!

build a new ADA accessible entryway

add more restrooms 

modernize the lobby

increase the customer service area capacity

RAISE THE ROOF to create the Center for

Dance Education

make your gift online, beckcenter.org/give

Help us raise the remaining funds needed to:

https://www.beckcenter.org/give


Who’s Who in the Company
SCOTT SPENCE
(Artistic Director) 
is enjoying his 31st 
season at Beck Center! 
Since 1990, he has 
produced over 200 
shows, directing over 
100 himself.  He is very 

proud of the awards and acclamations 
Beck Center has received over the past 
decade, and is especially grateful for 
having won the Northern Ohio Live Award 
for Achievement in Theatre in 2006. 
Outside of these walls, Scott’s directorial 
assignments have included a remounting 
of Beck Center for the Arts’ hit production 
of ALTAR BOYZ at Playhouse Square’s 
beautiful Hanna Theatre, DAS BARBECÜ 
at Opera Cleveland, THE LAST NIGHT 
OF BALLYHOO at Case Western 
Reserve University’s Eldred Theatre, OH 
DAD POOR DAD.... at Cleveland State 
University (where he is an adjunct faculty 
member) Summer Stages, and NOISES 
OFF at both Weathervane Playhouse in 
Akron and Berea Summer Theatre. Scott 
holds an MFA in Directing from Western 
Illinois University and is a trained stage 
fight choreographer, having studied 
extensively with the SAFD. As always, he 
dedicates all the work he does to his two 
extraordinarily talented leading ladies, 
Rachel and Carleigh. You both amaze me 
every day.

ERIC SCHMIEDL 
(Director) is a native 
of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and a graduate of Kent 
State University and the 
University of Hawai’i. As a 
playwright and director he 

has worked with theatres around the country 
including the Denver Center for Performing 
Arts, the Cleveland Play House, the 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival, Cleveland 
Public Theatre, the Idaho Shakespeare 
Festival, the Oregon Children’s Theatre, 
the Honolulu Theatre for Youth, the Lantern 
Theatre, and Great Lakes Theater.  He has 
had the privilege of directing Beck Center 
productions including THE VELOCITY OF 
AUTUMN, THE YOUNG MAN FROM 

ATLANTA, WAITING FOR GODOT, and 
KING LEAR.  Eric is the recipient of a grant 
from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, 
a Creative Workforce Fellowship, an Aurand 
Harris Fellowship, and a Sloan Foundation 
Commission.  His work has also received 
three Edgerton Foundation New American 
Play Awards.  Eric is a theatre artist with the 
Let It Ride program for youth and a faculty 
member at Spalding University in Louisville.

VERANDA L'NI (Director 
of Drag)
Cleveland's Tallest Drag 
Entertainer and creator of 
the Drag Pride flag. Veranda 
is an accomplished emcee, 
hostess of many shows, 

including Drag Bingo. Her goal is to host her 
own game show. Veranda also helps raise 
awareness within the LGBTQIA community.

JOY DeMARCO (Production Stage 
Manager) Beck Center credits include 
MARY POPPINS, BILLY ELLIOT, 
RUTHLESS, CITY OF ANGELS, ONE 
FLEW OVER THE CUCKOO’S NEST, 
GYPSY, SHREK, and MATILDA. Joy also 
stage manages for Beck Center Youth 
Theatre. Other area stage management 
credits include PICASSO AT THE LAPIN 
AGILE and SIDE SHOW at Blank Canvas 
Theatre, MAN OF LA MANCHA and 
SONGS FOR A NEW WORLD at Academy 
for Dramatic Arts, and MY WAY, THE 
39 STEPS, and THE ADDAMS FAMILY 
at Huntington Playhouse. Joy received 
a Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival Certificate of Merit for her 
dramaturgy work. Endless thanks to her 
family for all of their support.



JASON ENO* (Miss 
Tracy Mills) is humbled 
and ecstatic to return 
to the Beck in THE 
LEGEND OF GEORGIA 
MCBRIDE! Credits 
include The First 

National Tour of The Wedding Singer!
NYC: FATTY FATTY NO FRIENDS! A 
dark operetta, Tink! The Musical (NYMF)
Cleveland/Regional Theatre Highlights: 
BLUESMAN (Breen Center) ON THE 
LINE/NOTHING TO SEE HERE (Rubber 
City Theatre) JOSEPH.../Smokey Joe's 
Cafe (Stages St. Louis) ELF, The Full 
Monty (Arkansas Repertory Theatre) 
Spelling Bee (Porthouse Theatre) and 
Aida (VMT). BWMT ALUM. Immense 
gratitude to this entire creative team and 
cast especially Veranda L’Ni. For my 
heart, my Mom! #LeadwithLove #BLM 
#216pride  Enjoy the show!

MATT GITTINS* (Casey/
Georgia) Recent credits 
include:  NEWSIES 
(Jack Kelly) Porthouse 
Theater, OKLAHOMA! 
(Curly) Porthouse 
Theater, ANYTHING 

GOES (Billy Crocker) Porthouse Theater,
HEARTBREAKERS IN HELL 
(Glutton/Sky/David/Geryon) Rubber 
City Shakespeare, 9 TO 5 (Dwayne/
Ensemble) Porthouse Theater, DEATH 
OF A SALESMAN (HAPPY) FRENCH 
CREEK.

BRYCE EVAN LEWIS 
(Jo) is excited to be on 
stage at the Beck Center 
for the first time. Most 
recently they appeared 
as Moxie at Cleveland 
Public Theatre for the 

full length version of THE WITCHES. 
Other credits include THE OBA ASKS 
FOR A MOUNTAIN (Agiri Asasa) & 
A SONG IN THE FLAME (Leah) at 

Talespinner Children’s Theatre, and WE 
WILL ROCK YOU (Ensemble) at Blank 
Canvas Theatre. They’d like to thank 
their family, friends, and pets for their 
continued support. Most of all they’d like 
to thank the audience because without 
you all we’d just be talking to ourselves.

BRIAN PEDACI (Eddie) 
made his first
Beck Center appearance 
in 1991’s HOW I GOT 
THAT STORY but has 
more recently been 
seen in GLENGARRY 

GLEN ROSS (Dave Moss), WAITING 
FOR GODOT (Pozzo), AN ACT OF 
GOD (Gabriel), THE LITTLE MERMAID 
(Grimsby), RACE (Charles Strickland) 
and 33 VARIATIONS (Anton Diabelli). 
Brian has also appeared in productions 
at Cleveland Public Theater, Blank
Canvas, Playwrights Local, Western 
Reserve Playhouse and the Cleveland 
Shakespeare Festival.

ZAK TAHSIN (Jason/
Miss Anorexia
Nervosa) Zak is beyond 
excited to be a part of 
this company bringing 
to life these two fun 
and unique characters, 

but even more excited to make his first 
proper return to the stage since Covid. 
Zak is currently a student at Cleveland 
State University’s school of Film and 
Media arts where he studies acting and 
directing. After college Zak plans to 
continue his life long quest of making 
a career out of being an actor, director, 
writer, producer and animator and 
hopefully owning his own production 
studio one day. Some of Zak’s previous 
acting credits include: Macbeth in 
Macbeth, Wadsworth in Clue: On 
Stage, Jack in Into The Woods, Johnny 
Pateenmike in The Cripple of Inishmaan, 
Rodorigo in Othello, Tim in Noises Off, 
Orlando in As You Like It, Peter Shaw 
in Silent Sky, and Fredrick Frankenstein 
U/S in Young Frankenstein just to name 

CAST



a few. Zak would like to give a special 
thanks to his Mom and Dad for their 
constant support and encouragement in 
following his passion, as well as a special 
thanks to Derdriu Ring for introducing 
him to Eric and allowing him to discover 
this opportunity. He hopes everyone has 
fun at this show and is having a great 
summer! 
 

TRAD BURNS (Scenic & Lighting 
Designer) has been designing scenery 
and lighting professionally since 1989 for 
theatre, dance, and amusement parks. 
Recent designs include ONE FLEW 
OVER THE CUCKOO’S Nest at Beck 
Center for the Arts, the regional premiere 
of ROCK OF AGES at Cain Park. 
Upcoming designs include the premier 
of Devon Carney’s ROMEO & JULIET 
for Kansas City Ballet, and world premier 
ballet, THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF 
OZ choreographed by Septime Webre. 
His theatre designs include works for 
New York Theatre Workshop, The Public 
Theatre, Playwrights Horizons, HERE, 
Classic Stage Company, Indiana Repertory 
Theatre, Cleveland Play House, Great 
Lakes Theatre Festival, Cleveland Public 
Theatre, Dobama Theatre, Beck Center 
for the Arts, and Cain Park. Trad spent 
over 20 years designing for theme parks 
around the world, including Cedar Point, 
Knott’s Berry Farm, Walt Disney World, 
Disneyland, Disneyland Japan, Tokyo 
Disney Sea, and Universal Studios.

SUWATANA PLA ROCKLAND 
(Costume Designer) is delighted to join 
Beck Center for the Arts as a costume 
designer for The Legend of Georgia 
McBride. She is currently resident costume 
designer, professor, and costume shop 
supervisor at The College of Wooster. 
SUWATANA is originally from Thailand.  
In addition to her full-time employment, 
she finds time to freelance as a costume 
designer and guest lecturer for universities 
and theatres in the US and Thailand. Her 
credits included Emilie La Marquise Du 

Chatelet, (2019 costume design winner 
of the Regional Awards for Broadway 
World), All Shook Up (Kent State), The 
Nerd (Kent State - Stark Campus), Shrek 
the musical, Sister Act, Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Rock 
of Ages, and A Christmas Carol (The 
Players Guild Theatre), BKLYN the musical 
(Porthouse Theatre), The Member of the 
Wedding and The Legend of Georgia 
McBride (Beck Center of The Arts), and 
Cinderella (Ohio Light Opera). 
www.plarocklanddesign.com

ANGIE HAYES (Sound Designer) has 
designed and mixed sound for productions 
at many area theaters, colleges, and high 
schools. She has also recorded and sound 
designed for several podcasts, including 
SIDEWALK, MUNCHEN, MN, and a 
radio play series for The Endangered 
Species Theatre Project of Frederick, MD. 
She has a Bachelor Degree in Music from 
the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, with 
an emphasis in Recording Technology and 
Music Business.

BETTY PITCHER (Wardrobe 
Supervisor) is the Wardrobe Manager and 
Costume Rental Coordinator at the Beck 
Center. Her Beck Center credits include: 
MATILDA, SHREK, GYPSY, LITTLE
MERMAID, TRIALS OF ROBIN HOOD,
SEUSSICAL, CINDER-ELLA, LARAMIE
PROJECT, ALL GREEK TO ME, SNOW 
WHITE’S ADVENTURES, and SCHOOL 
HOUSE ROCK LIVE. She has been a 
costume designer for
more than 12 years and has 
createdcustom costume pieces for Beck 
Center for the Arts, Player’s Guild, Chagrin 
Valley Little Theatre
and North Canton Playhouse. Betty 
would like to thank her son, Jeremy for 
“volunteering” her to “help” all those years 
ago. Betty’s Costume Creations & Rentals 
(BCCR)

*Members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of 
Actors and Stage Managers
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Beck Center Annual Contributors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, corporations, foundations, government grants, and 

organizations, which have contributed to Beck Center for the Arts’ Annual Fund in support of our mission to inspire, enrich, and 
transform through dynamic arts experiences. 

The current listing includes donors of $250 or more as of May 17, 2022. We greatly appreciate all of our supporters and apologize for 
any errors or omissions. For any corrections or more information on the benefits of these giving circles, please contact our Director 
of Development, Megan DeFranco, at mdefranco@beckcenter.org 216.521.2540 x18.
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Thomas Wagner and Malinda Smyth
Jonathan Ward
Joe and Kathy Ward
Mary C. Warren
Margaret Weitzel
Libby and Christopher White
Michael Wightman
Dave Willett and Steve Meka
Women's Board of Beck Center
Janice Young
Genny Zarnick

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
($500 TO $999)
Joel and Teresa Andreani
Anonymous
Elise and Steve Auvil
Robert Bade and Linda Hurley
The Bay Foundation
Ruth B. Bertrand
Fred and Laura Bidwell
Georgia A. Burley
DeDe and Bruce Burton
Marianne and Jack Byrne
Nancy and Jack Calcott
Robert and Mary Calsin
Mary Beth Campbell and Mark Sistek
Janice and Jack Campbell
Cetera Advisor Networks
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Caroline Chesebrough
Jane Christyson and Robert 

Mahoney
Mary Coe
Beverly Coen
Craig and Jan Cook
Rosemary Corcoran
Carol Crowe
Megan DeFranco
Sherrie Desmond
Joel and Bonnie Egertson
Equitable Advisors
Sara and David Fagnilli
Jon and Mary Fancher
A.J. Cianflocco and Mary Anne 

Garvey
Bill and Jayne Gaydos
Frances Floriano Goins and Gary 

Goins
Goodman Real Estate Services 

Group, LLC.
Bill Gorton and Susie Blackburn
Gradient Think Tank
Gravitas Ventures
John and Carol Guska
Chuck and Nancy Gustafson
Joan and Tom Hartshorne
Brian Murphy
John and Mary Kay Jefferson
Karen Skunta & Company
S.C. Kirkland
Carol Klar
Edward Knotek
Mickey and Patty Krivosh
Latham Family
Steven M. Licciardi
Madison Development Co. LLC
Tony Marini
Scott Montgomery
Jack and Lois Mowry
Network for Good
Patrick and Sharon Perotti
Peggy and Dominic Perry
Timothy and Jen Powers
John and Norine Prim
Eugene and Marge Ruminski
Martin Saltzman
Astri Seidenfeld
Brian Sinchak
Michael and Michelle Smith
Arthur E. Spector
Art and Sherri Stehlik
Timothy and Debra Swartz
Martin and Laura Uhle
Sara & Jason Verderber
Gina Vernaci and Bill Hilyard
Kristine Wellman
Benjamin and Melanie Whiting
Judith and Walter Wright

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
($250-$499)
Dena and Daniel Adler
Thomas and Joann Adler Family 

Philanthropic Fund
Cathy and John Aldrich
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous
Mark J. and Bonnie O. App
M. Karen Aylward
Mark and Cynthia Bacon
George and Sandra Berendt
Bill and Janet Bird
Amy Holtshouse Brennan
Edward Brzytwa
Sally Carr
Deborah Clare Laub
Joanne and Tim Clemens
David Delgado and Linda Springer
Susan Duffy
Scott and Kris Fisher

Jennifer Fitchwell
Colleen Flennoy
Mary Eileen Fogarty
Eileen and John Gallagher
Pam Gallagher*
Franca Garofalo
David and Sarah Gedeon
Andrew Janick
Mary and Chris Kay
James Keily
Stanley W. Kline
Barb and Charlie Koch
Lakewood Catholic Academy
Mark and Jo Anne Larkman
Matt and Angela Lay
Kathleen Legg
Mary and Brian Marita
James and Ellen Marsey
Pat and Tina Miller
Stephen Mitchell Brown 

Photography
Michael and Peggi Mizen
Lindsey Moffat
Shawn Monaghan and Gregory 

Plotnikoff
Larry and Shelly Napolitan
Rick and Jane Nash
James Oliver
Sue Pedro
Silvia Pelton
Pledgeling Foundation
PNC Foundation Matching Gift 

Program
Judy and John Pyke
Roberta and Calvin Ratcliff
Richard and Lynne Rice
Carol Rini
Mary Roach
Linda Rocchi
Ron Rydarowicz
Dorothy Salem
Lori Samuels
Andi Saunders
William Schabel
Dave Turner and Rebecca Shaw
LuAnn Shuster and Joe Tucker
Mary Lynne and David Slife
Kathleen J. St. John
Sally Staley
Timothy C. Stevens
Elizabeth Stirling and Tom Millward
James and Marilyn Taylor
Arthur L. Thomas
Karen Tolhurst
Jim Vine
Susan G. and Thomas J. Wagner
Nelson Wagner
Robert C. and Emily C. Williams
Bill and Ann Zabkar
*indicates deceased 



WITH SPECIAL THANKS

Cuyahoga County residents through 
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture

Ohio Arts Council      
               
HONORARY GIFTS
Beck Center for the Arts would like 

to thank those who have given 
gifts in honor of the following 
individuals:

Joel and Teresa Andreani
Rita Barniak
Eileen, Olivia and Cameron Brady
Doug Cooper
Syma Dar
Cindy Einhouse
Betsy Feierabend
Aimee Guzowski
Ingrid Matera
Mickey Mencin
Iris November
Mike and Carol O’Brien
Garretson Oester

M. Patricia Oliver
Bella Ramirez
John Reynolds
Lynda Sackett
Wally and Joyce Senney
Bill Spence
Scott Spence
Thomas Wagner
Alex Watts' Bar Mitzvah
The Watts Family
Daniel Weddell

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Beck Center for the Arts would like 

to thank those who have given 
gifts in memory of the following 
individuals:

Sharyn Bailin
Joseph Bandille
Emily Baskoff
Aaron Boron
Judith Buerkel
Lew Bush
Walt Campbell, Mary Campbell Nir, & 

Margaret Campbell
Lee Ann Curry
Rosemarie Feighan DeJohn
Virginia Fisher
Pam Gallagher
Robert and JoAnne Hahn
Thomas Oak Hardington
William J. Harper
Barbara Hunter
Faith Killius
Douglas C. Kline
Eleanor F. Kushnick
Clara Lacey
Hester Lewellen
Leo Lightner
George Nakley
Barbara Nussbaum King
Raymond Reali
Donald F. Santa-Emma
Nancy A. Score 
Dorothy Silver
Marie Sterbenz
Dave Tolhurst
Luta Tooney Jones

The Beck Center Dance Program 
is supported by the Lynda 
Sackett Endowment for Dance 
Education and the James Kurtz 
Memorial Endowment Fund.

Beck Center’s Youth Theater 
program is supported by The Mary 
Ward Scholarship Fund. 

The Community West 
Foundation is a proud supporter 
of Creative Arts Therapies at 
Beck Center for the Arts.

2928 W. 13th Street
Ashtabula, OH 44004
ashtabulaartscenter.org
facebook.com/ashartscenter
(440) 964-3396

 

First-Round Submissions
open June 1-July 25

2 $12,000 First Place Prizes
2 $5000 Second Place Prizes

4 possible $1000 Honorable Mention Prizes

2022 Jurors:
Kim Beck - Carnegie Mellon School of Art
José Carlos Diaz -  Andy Warhol Museum

Naomi Fisher - Bas Fisher Invitational

 

View full details, entry 
guidelines, and entry 

form link

Instagram:
@paulandnormatikkanenprize



Creating Our Future Campaign Contributors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, corporations, 
foundations, government grants and organizations that have contributed $1,000 
or more to Creating Our Future: The Campaign for Beck Center. For information on 
naming opportunities and touring our renovations, please contact our Director of 
Development, Megan DeFranco, at mdefranco@beckcenter.org. We have raised $5.5M 
of our $6.7M goal and have $1.2M left to raise. We are easger to finish our fundraising 
in the near future so that our renovations can be complete in our 90th season in 2023. 
Please visit beckcenter.org/give for more information and make a lasting impact for 
families in our community. 

$1,000,000+
Joyce and Wally Senney

$500,000 - $999,999

Chann Fowler-Spellman and Ed 
Spellman

$100,000 - $499,999

The Callahan Foundation
The Char and Chuck Fowler 
Family Foundation
Kathy and Ken Haber
Bonnie J. Hagerman
Bill and Joyce Litzler
Oatey Foundation
John A. Reynolds
Sandy Sauder
William and Susan Schmitt
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith 
Foundation
State of Ohio
Ellen Todia and David 
Matthiesen

$50,000 - $99,999

Dale and Cindy Brogan
The George W. Codrington 
Charitable Foundation
Doug and Karen* Cooper
David Deming
Dorn Family Foundation
Mary and Tom Holland
Michael and Carol O’Brien

Lee and Maria Parks
Pam and Tom Smith
Michael and Wendy Summers
Women’s Board of Beck Center

$25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous
Joel and Bonnie Egertson
Charlotte and Charles Fowler
Richard and Judy Fox
The William O and Gertrude 
Lewis Frohring Foundation
The Giant Eagle Foundation
Charles and Marie Grossman
Terry and Dona Jones
Gerrit and Peg Kuechle
Dennis and Kim Lansdowne
The Nord Family Foundation
Tim Penton and Jay Gardner
Brad and Margaret Richmond
Lynda Sackett and Bill Knoble*
Kevin Sauder
The Kent H. Smith Charitable 
Trust
Margaret Weitzel

$10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous (3)
Barber & Hoffman, Inc.
Bialosky & Partners Architects
Curt Brosky and Betty Tereck
Commercial Interior Resources, 
Inc.
Elaine and David* Cook

Mary Anne and Byron 
Crampton
Dependable Painting Company
Eaton Charitable Fund
Cindy and Tom Einhouse
David Greenspan and Mary 
Kim Elkins
Thomas and Mary Ellen Fraser
Cindy and Tim Friedmann
Bill Garrison and Mary Jo 
Mlakar
Charles and Nancy Gustafson
Doug Hoffman and Ron Stach
Elda C. Krach
Lakewood and Rocky River 
Rotary Foundation
Sean Malloy
Mickey and Larry Mencin
Pat and Jim Oliver
Anne and Jack Palomaki
Anthony and Mary Rego
Laura and David Sangree
Carolyn P. Seelbach*
Gina Vernaci and Bill Hilyard
Thomas Wagner and Malinda 
Smyth
Mary C. Warren
Laird and Jennifer Wynn

$5,000 - $9,999

Dena and Daniel Adler
American Endowment 
Foundation
Anonymous
Mark and Cynthia Bacon



Carol Barnak
Ruth B. Bertrand
The Bonne Bell Family 
Foundation
Michael R. and Leslie Brown
Monica Brown
Georgia A. Burley
Nancy and Jack Calcott
Syma Dar
Michael and Amy Daso
The Dominion Energy 
Charitable Foundation
David and Virgnia Estrop
Larry and Rosemary Faulhaber
Pam Gallagher
Dorothy Ginley-Bahm
Kim and Nora Katzenberger
Andrew L. Killian
John and Judy Kropf
Lakewood-Rocky River Sunrise 
Rotary Club
William LaPlace
Carol Latham
Terrence and Karen McHugh
Ryan and Alysia McKean
Nancy and John McMillan
Patricia and George Miller
Rebecca Niemiec
Barbara and Bob Paynter
Jeff and Nora Poore
Donna Rae and Edward Smith
Art and Sherri Stehlik
Theater Alliance of Beck Center
Richard and Gail Tanner
Landon Tracey and Corey 
Donovan Tracey
Turner Construction Company

$1,000 - $4,999

Rachel Abernethy
Adobe Systems Incorporated
Joel and Teresa Andreani
Anonymous
Brenda and George Anthony
State Senator Nickie Antonio 
and Jean Kosmac
AXA Advisors LLC

Sam and Chrysa Babic
Kathleen A. Baskoff and Steven 
Schwarz
Kathryn Berkshire
Liz and David Breudigam
Robert and Mary Calsin
Lynda Carter
Charities Aid Foundation of 
America
Colleen Clark-Sutton and Tom 
Sutton
Community West Foundation
Hal and Connie* Cooper
Rosemary and Richard* 
Corcoran
Tim and Tracy Coughlin
Joanna and Marc D’Agostino
Mary Beth and Jeff DeClerck
Tom and Tricia Dent
Sherrie Desmond
Gregory Good and Adrienne 
Embery-Good
Victor and Janet Erml
Jon and Mary Fancher
Jenny and Ralph Febbo
FGI Foundation
The Gagen Family
Henry Hilow and Judy Ghazoul-
Hilow
Joe and Peggy Gibbons
Kathy Goepfert
William Gorton and Susie 
Blackburn
Gerald and Pennie Gray
Barbara Hueter and Andrew 
Zajac
Hyland Software, Inc.
Impel Creative, Inc.
John and Mary Kay Jefferson
Emily Jett and Mark Getsay
Robert and Betty Karras
Mary and Chris Kay
KeyBank Foundation
Cathy and Peter Kuhn
Richard and Laura Little
Cindy and Jake Marx
Freida McGee and Michael 
Wochna

Kathleen McGorray and Bob 
Soffer
Dave and Val Mechenbier
Marcello and Shelley Mellino
Carol and Dale Miller
Colin and Sarah Moeller
Lauren Mueller
John P. Murphy Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Nintcheff
John O’Brien
Deborah and John O’Neill
Naomi Opdycke
Donna and George Puskas
John J. Ritchey
Jeffrey and Susan Ritter
Brian Sapola and Jessica 
Lovich-Sapola
Sharon and Steve Schuldt
The Herb Score Family
Sherwin-Williams Company
Brian Sinchak and Lakewood 
Catholic Academy
Victoria and Daniel Smigelski
Jan Soeder*
Bill Spence
Ann Spence
Linda Springer
The Staub Family
Arthur L. Thomas
Dr. Timothy Kantz and Megan 
Torok
Terry and Candace Vincent
Kathy and Gregg Wasilko
Karen and Jeffrey Weber
Dick West
Karen Youngstrom

*indicates deceased 



BUY THE 
BOOK
Now available on 
Amazon.com

CELEBRATING OUR PAST - CREATING OUR FUTURE
This is the first history book about Beck Center for the Arts covering the organization’s 
nearly 90 years of existence. 

Available for $29.95 exclusively on Amazon.com, the book is printed and delivered 
on-demand, with all profits going to an endowment for Beck Center for the Arts. This 
collectable coffee table paperback book is 196 pages in length, with full-color photos 
starting with an explanation about the country’s “Little Theatre Movement,” the early 
days of the organization as “The Guild of the Masques,” to the evolution of Lakewood 
Little Theatre and the education programs, through today. Vital collaborations and 
historic news articles are included along with vibrant production shots of plays and 
musicals throughout the years. Stories of challenges and triumphs abound, and the birth 
of many of Beck Center’s stars, especially in theater and dance, are regaled. 







FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2022
6:00 PM - 11:00 PM
GORDON GREEN

5400 Detroit Ave, 
Cleveland, OH 44102

Free valet parking  |  Cocktail attire

TICKETS
•  Luminary Table Host (seats 8): $4,500
•  Bright Lights Table Host (seats 8): $2,500
•  Sparkler Table Co-Host (seat 4): $1,500
•  Angel: $500 

You will be recognized in the program for the angel you are!

•  Starlight $250

RSVP BY JULY 1

PLEASE Indicate if vegan/vegetarian/GF meal required

https://bit.ly/BeckSpotlight_2022 | 216.521.2540 x42
contact Jay’da Hall - Email: jhall@beckcenter.org #BECKSPOTLIGHT

SCAN ME FOR TICKETS

imagine  •  create  •  inspire

FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2022

Beck Center’s 
Fundraising Gala

Benefitting our mission to inspire, 
enrich, and transform lives through 

dynamic arts experiences

For opportunities to be part of making 
Spotlight sparkle, contact Jay’da Hall:

jhall@beckcenter.org


