
Beck Center for the Arts  *  Education Department  
 
Edward P. Gallagher, MT-BC – Director of Education   
216.521.2540 x12 egallagher@beckcenter.org 
Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy from Cleveland Music Therapy Consortium and Cleveland 
State University. Founded Beck’s Creative Arts Therapies program in 1994. Past president of the 
Great Lakes Region of the American Music Therapy Association (GLR-AMTA) and the 
Association of Ohio Music Therapists (AOMT), and serves on several community agencies 
including the Cleveland Arts Education Consortium. Received the GLR-AMTA 2007 Service 
Award and has been recognized by the City of Lakewood for bringing the healing power of music 
to the community. 

 
 

 
 

Dance Education  *  Dance Education  *  Dance Education 

   
 
Melanie Szucs – Associate Director of Dance Education 
216.521.2540 x26  mszucs@beckcenter.org 
Instructor in jazz and ballet for over 30 years and serves as the director and choreographer of the 
Beck Center Dance Workshop. In her early years, she was named Miss Dance Michigan and 
performed as a soloist with Dance Detroit; she studied with George Zorich and on full scholarship 
with the School of Cleveland Ballet. 

 
 
 

 
Louise Hadaway - Jazz Teacher 
Originating from York, England, a Musical Theater graduate from London's Italia Conti 
Academy of Theatre Arts. She relocated to Cleveland in 2010 upon retirement from 20 years of 
performing, teaching, and hiring dancers for Carnival Cruise Lines. Most recent performances 
include The Big Easy, Jump, Jive & Wail and Ticket To Ride. Lou is an avid dog lover and 
eclectic music fan. 
 

Joan Hartshorne – GYROKINESIS
®
  

BA from University of Wisconsin in biology. Danced with Jose Limon from 1959-1961 and headed the dance 
department at Karamu House from 1961-1981. Received her MFA in Dance from Case Western Reserve University in 

1994. Certified GYROKINESIS
®
 and Pilates instructor. Enjoys making jewelry and plays second violin in the Suburban 

Symphony Orchestra. 
 
 
Josh Landis - Boys Dance, Contemporary, Jazz 
BA Dance and Youth Ministry, Eastern University. More than 10 years experience as a 
performer and instructor. His choreography has been showcased in churches, high schools 
and on professional stages.   
 
 
 
 
 

Kara Madden - Ballet and Contemporary Dance Teacher 
BA in English and Biology from Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, MI, and former dancer in the 
Verb Ballets Contemporary Dance Company in Cleveland. Has trained with the Grand Rapids 
Ballet Company, Chicago Civic Ballet, Hubbard Street Dance Company, and Merce Cunningham 
Dance Company. Kara loves playing Debussy on the piano and rocking out to The Beatles. 
 

mailto:mszucs@beckcenter.org


 
 

 
 
Anna Roberts - Ballet 
BFA in Dance from The University of Akron, has danced with Marronprater Dance and Music 
Co., Dancing Wheels and Verb Ballets. While dancing with Verb, she had the privilege of 
performing works by Martha Graham, David Parsons, Ulysses Dove, Heinz Poll, Sean Curran, 
and Paul Taylor. Also a certified Pilates and Zumba instructor. Anna loves taking walks with 
her chocolate lab, Coco, and curling up with a good book. 
 
 
 

 
 
Lynda Sackett - Tone and Stretch  
BS in Education from Baldwin-Wallace College. Studied with Dave Morgenstern, Louis Dapron and many dance 
masters. She is the recipient of the 2000 Ohio Dance Award for Advancement of Dance Education and the 2003 
Award for Distinguished Contribution to Arts Education for Northeastern Ohio by the Ohio Arts Education Association. 
Served in numerous capacities at Beck Center including founding Director of Dance, Director of Outreach and guided 
educational programs for many years. 
 

 
 

 
Heather Sakai - Preschool Dance and Preballet  
BA in Sociology from Baldwin-Wallace College and Masters in Social Service Administration and 
Contemporary Dance  from Case Western Reserve University. Dance program manager at the Little 
Gym in Avon and has taught dance and gymnastics both locally and abroad in Hong Kong. Heather 
is the artistic director of the clothing company 2chicks. 
 
 
 

 
Mimi Schwensen - Tap and Ballet  
Mimi was a Radio City Rockette, danced in summer stock, on Broadway, and with the Metropolitan Opera Ballet. A 
dance teacher for competitive figure skaters, she has studied with Tallchief, Bob Audy, Matteo, Luigi, Gennaro, among 
others. 
 

Wannetta Scott - Hip Hop 
BA from Cleveland State University. Studied various street dance styles in New York City. Trained in hip hop, ballet, 
tap, and jazz. Performed hip hop numbers in Cleveland Ballet’s production US, was a back-up dancer and 
choreographer for Pam Thum Live 2000, and was a choreographer for South High School productions and the Notre 
Dame College dance team. CPR/AED Certified. Trains in kickboxing, weight training and Pilates, and is passionate 
about teaching and being a wife and mother.  

 
 

 

Music Education  *  Music Education  *  Music Education 

 
Kristopher Morron – Associate Director of Music Education  
216.521.2450 x37   kmorron@beckcenter.org 
BMA from Bowling Green State University, with special focus on Music Education and Jazz 
Studies. An instrumental and vocal music teacher at St. Mark Catholic School and former band 
director and general music teacher for the Parma City Schools. Kris has maintained a healthy 
music career as a freelance composer, arranger and performer, and is the sole owner of 
Sombrero Brothers Productions. 

 
 
 

 



 
Jay Albert - Guitar 
BM in Guitar Performance from Baldwin-Wallace College; MA in Music Theory and 
Composition from Kent State University. Has served extensively in education 
management and as former Director of Education at Young Audiences; founded music 
education programs at Cuyahoga Community College, including the Tri-C JazzFest. 
Consulted for several arts organizations and taught at Kent State University and 
Baldwin-Wallace College. 
 

 
Jeremy Allen - Piano, Composition/Theory 
BS in Music (piano) from John Brown University and MM in Composition and MA in Music Theory 
from University of Kentucky. Served on the faculty of the Music Institute of Lexington as a piano and 
music theory/composition instructor, and instructor of music theory at University of Kentucky. He is 
currently a Doctor of Musical Arts student at Cleveland Institute of Music, studying composition and 
electronic/film music. 
 
 

 
Kathleen M. Bosl - Voice 
BM in Education with Voice Performance major and Piano from Baldwin-Wallace College 
Conservatory of Music. Participated in intensive post-graduate study in classical vocal training 
and maintains her skills in private studios of prestigious teachers. Active concert and recital 
soloist who performed in Milan, Italy, and with the Cleveland Opera Chorus for several 
seasons. A soprano soloist for many Oratorios and serves as cantor for churches and 
synagogues.  
 
 

 
Maribeth Crawford - Voice  
BM in Voice from Mississippi College, MM in Voice from Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, and a 
Doctor of Musical Arts in Voice from Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. Has performed as Musetta in 
La Boheme, Alice Ford in The Merry Wives of Windsor, Susanna in The Marriage of Figaro, Mrs. 
Nordstrom in A Little Night Music, and Fruma-Sarah in Fiddler on the Roof.  Winner of numerous 
singing competitions and has performed internationally in China and Italy. Her hobbies include 
cooking and long-distance running.  
 
 

 
Christopher Ellicott - Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele 
BA in Music from Baldwin-Wallace College and AA in Humanities and Music from County College 
of Morris (NJ).  Performs annually in the Classical Guitar Workshop at the University of Cincinnati 
and locally as a soloist and member of Sunday in the Park. Founder and director of Lakewood 
Guitar Consort that is in-residence at Beck Center. Studied under Dr. Loris Chobanian. Chris has 
completed 10 marathons. 
 
 
 

 
Bruce Erwin - Violin, Viola, Fiddle 
BM from the University of Iowa and MM from Baylor University; completed doctoral coursework 
and two recitals at the University of North Texas. A member of ASTA and Suzuki Association of 
the Americas, he taught at El Campamento Musical Juvenil Panamá, Dallas-Fort Worth WOW 
Suzuki Institute and Suzuki Music Columbus Suzuki Institute. Ohio Scottish Fiddle Champion in 
’97 and ’98. Bruce published a book of fiddle tunes called “The Fiddler’s Wrist.” 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Marcia Farkas - Piano  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Hampton - Voice  
BM in Education from Otterbein University. Music teacher with the Lakewood Public School 
District. Sings with the Cathedral Choir of St. John the Evangelist and with two professional 
music ensembles, Quire Cleveland and Cantores Cleveland. Works each summer with the All-
Ohio State Fair Youth Choir at the Ohio State Fair. Enjoys playing piano and writing music. 
 

 
 
Tara Hanish - Cello 
BM in Cello Performance from the University of Michigan, MM from the University of Miami and holds 
a Professional Studies Diploma from Cleveland Institute of Music. Member of the Akron Symphony 
Orchestra, Mayfield String Quartet, and founding member of the Azalea String Quartet. Certified 
instructor in the Suzuki Cello Method. An active performer, arranger and recording artist in the 
alternative music scene. She is a cellist in the local Indie band, Seafair.   
 
 

 
Michelle Hujar - Voice   
Studied voice at Kent State University, piano at The University of Akron, and dance at 
McCardle’s Dance Studio. Has been a piano and voice instructor for over ten years. Most 
recently choreographed Showtime at Medina High School and Full Monty. A mother of four, and 
a black belt in tae kwon do, she’s now learning to play the organ. 
 

 
Yuriy Leonovich - Cello 
Originally from Kiev, Ukraine, he began his musical studies at the age 11, and composing at age 12. 
BM, Magna Cum Laude, from Wayne State University of Detroit, MI and MM from Cleveland Institute 
of Music. Currently working on doctorate with Stephen Geber; studied with Robert deMaine, Marcy 
Chanteaux and Dr. James Hartway. Won national acclaim for his performance and international 
acclaim for his composition. Performed at Carnegie Hall in 2003.   

 
 
Rosalima Valdez Pham - Piano   
MM in Piano Performance from Cleveland Institute of Music and Case Western Reserve 
University, BM in Piano Performance from Mount Union College. Taught at Mount Union College 
preparatory division, and served as a Collaborative Pianist. Performed as a Collaborative Pianist 
for recitals at various colleges and universities, as well as at the Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall. 
 

 
 
 
Susan Schoeffler - Piano 
BM and MM in Piano Performance from Cleveland Institute of Music, where she was a scholarship 
student of Sergei Babayan and Vitya Vronsky Babin. Active as a recitalist and collaborative pianist, 
she has been performing in a violin/piano duo with Kim Gomez of the Cleveland Orchestra for the 
last ten years. Performed on the radio and at Severance Hall. Enjoys listening to historic recordings 
and spending time with her family. 
 



 
Melissa Sorohan - Voice 
BM in Voice from Cleveland Institute of Music. Studied with Clifford Billions and performed in 
the Cleveland Institute of Music Opera Theater. Studied with Karan Holvik and Constance 
Haas at the Eastman School of Music, and continues to study voice with Cynthia 
Wohlschalger. Currently a Section Leader at First Unitarian Church of Cleveland in Shaker 
Heights. She loves thrift shopping, sewing and her growing vinyl collection.  
 
 

 

 

 
Joseph Stepec – Violin, Viola 
Completing undergraduate work with Gregory Fulkerson at Oberlin Conservatory of Music. 
Active recitalist who has performed in Cleveland, Nashville, Cincinnati, and abroad in 
Slovenia; a frequent conductor, having worked with Bridget Reischl while at Oberlin. 
Performed for William Preucil and Peter Salaff while also working with Kenneth Goldsmith 
and Felicia Moye at the Round Top Festival-Institute. 

 

 

 

 
Luke Swearingen - Percussion 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Greg Upton - Piano  
MM from College-Conservatory of Music and University of Cincinnati. Adjunct Piano and 
Music History faculty at Baldwin-Wallace College Conservatory. President of Northeast 
Ohio Music Teachers Association and founding teacher in the Carnegie Hall Royal 
Conservatory Achievement Program.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
Vilma Vargo - Piano  
BM and Master of Education from Baldwin-Wallace College. Certified in Dalcroze Eurhythmics from 
Carnegie-Mellon University. Member of the Dalcroze Society of England and the United States. Vilma 
plays piano, harpsichord and pipe organ. 
 
 

 
 
Jason Werden – Clarinet, Saxophone  
BM in Education from The University of Akron. Also works for MusicAlliance and is band director at Cleveland-area 
Catholic schools. He performs with several local jazz and concert bands as a saxophonist. Jason enjoys playing 
basketball and going to Cedar Point. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Theater Education  *  Theater Education  *  Theater  Education 

 
 
Jonathan S. Kronenberger – Associate Director of Theater Education 
216.521.2540 x27  jkronenberger@beckcenter.org 
BFA in Acting from Miami University and MFA in Directing from Ohio University. Former Director of 
Circle in the Square Theatre School in New York, assistant to the producer of Kenley Players, and 
worked on various projects at the Cleveland Play House. Jonathan holds a multitude of directing 
credits both in New York and at Beck Center. 
 
 
 
 

 
Caty Bentler - Dance for Theater 
Caty Bentler has been a member of the Beck Center family for more than15 years. She has been 
dancing and involved in many areas of creative art for most of her life. Currently she is a student 
at Cleveland State University, working toward a bachelor’s degree in Psychology. She is proud to 
be a part of the Beck family as both a faculty member and student. Caty enjoys sharing her 
appreciation of the arts with others. 
 

 
 
Stephen Chipps - Mime, Clown, Physical Theater 
Studied with movement masters from around the world, created two national touring companies, 
a solo show, and has performed in over 45 states and seven countries. Teaches with Ohio Arts 
Council’s Arts Learning Program, The School for Mime Theater and co-directs Tri-C Metro 
Campus’ ArtsPrep theater program. Stephen is also a visual artist who provides instruction for 
Beck’s annual Parade the Circle program. 
 

 
Sarah Clare - Adventures in Acting, Kids-N-Theatre, Little Folks Theater 
BA in Dramatic Arts from Cleveland State University with an emphasis on performance and 
directing. Currently serves as the resident choreographer for Lake Catholic and Valley Forge High 
Schools. Has worked throughout the Cleveland area as an actor, director, choreographer, and 
teacher. Sarah loves to bake, craft and desires to be a pirate. 
 

 
 
Erin Fodor - Little Folks Theater  
BA in Musical Theatre from Ashland University. Teaches acting, dance and musical theater 
classes all over Northeast Ohio. Directs children and teen productions. Recent directing and 
choreography credits include Honk! Jr., Children’s Letters to God, Alice in Wonderland, and Mother 
Goose is Eaten by Werewolves. Enjoys working for Party for a Living – playing princesses and 
other characters for corporate events and children’s birthday parties. 
 
 

 
 
Natalie Green - Drama Specialist 
A 2005 graduate of Point Park University’s Conservatory of Performing Arts with a 
performance degree in Theatre Arts. She has also worked extensively all over Northeast 
Ohio with the Beck Center, Cleveland Play House, Cleveland Jewish Community Center/Tri-
C East, Fairmount Performing Arts Conservatory, Lakeland Civic Theatre, Fine Arts 
Association, Cleveland Public Theatre, as well as the Pittsburgh Repertory Company.   
 
 



 
 
Holly Harris - Dance for Musical Theater Instructor  
BS in Apparel Merchandising Product Development from Bowling Green State University. By 
day, a Donor Relations Associate at University Circle Inc., and guest choreographer for The 
Singing Angels. Enjoys performing at local theaters and has been seen in many Beck Center 
productions including Hairspray, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and The 
Producers.  
 
 

 
 
Michelle Hujar - Youth Voice   
Studied voice at Kent State University, piano at The University of Akron, and dance at McCardle’s 
Dance Studio. Has been a piano and voice instructor for over ten years; most recently 
choreographed Showtime at Medina High School and Full Monty. A mother of four, and a black 
belt in tae kwon do, she’s now learning to play the organ. 
 
 

 
 

 
John Krol - Fundamentals of Musical Theater, Teen Voice 
MA in Composition from Cleveland Institute of Music and MA in Conducting from Southern Methodist 
University. Career includes full-time instrumental, choral and general music teacher; has freelanced in 
directing, music directing, choral conducting, teaching theater, and vocal coaching. Lives with his 
family in South Euclid.  
 
 
 

 
 Aaron Patterson - Drama Specialist  
Trained at the Second City Conservatory Program, which helped earn a spot as a cast 
member in Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding at PlayhouseSquare and Flanagan’s Wake 
simultaneously. Co-founded the “Other Theater Project” in 2004. Acting instructor at Hudson 
Theater Camp and various afterschool programs since 2002. Cast member of improvisation 
group, Something Dada for the past two years. 
 
 
 

 
Devon Shriver - Teen Dance  
Degrees in Musical Theater and Child Development from The University of Akron. Studied 
dance in Chicago, New York City and Cleveland. Has choreographed all over Northeast Ohio 
including venues such as Beck Center, Ashtabula Art Center, Canton Players Guild, and The 
University of Akron. Currently working on a project in New York City. Enjoys spending time with 
her cats, reading and dancing. 
 
 

 
Rachel Spence - Drama Specialist, Playwright 
In addition to being the Associate Director of Outreach Education at Beck Center, she also 
directs youth theater productions. Over 20 years of early childhood education experience. 
Former theater instructor with the Strongsville City Schools and director of the Children’s Theater 
with the Royalton Players. As a playwright has written over 2,000 speaking roles for Beck Center 
and area school productions. Also an award-winning actress with an extensive resume in 
television and theater. Rachel enjoys reading her Kindle, rocking out to obscure bands, and 
snuggling with her shih-tzu.  
 



 
 
 
 
Russel Stich – Improvisation, Theater Instructor 
Artistic Director and founding member of Something Dada Improvisational Comedy Co. Has over 
sixteen years of improvisational performance experience including playing the Best Man in Tony 'n 
Tina's Wedding. Directs for Olmsted Falls High School and served as Camp Director at Hudson 
Theater Camp for sixteen years. 
 
 

 
 
Pam Wetula - Youth Acting  
BA in Theater and Speech from Marian College; additional studies in theater and music at 
Indiana University, Indiana Central University and through the Artist In Residence Program at 
the Indianapolis Opera Company. Many years of experience performing on stage and taught 
classes for adults and children in many venues. As an International Referral Network Area 
Director, Pam teachers “How to Do a Twenty Minute Presentation” and other classes to IRN’s 
business professional members. 
 
  
 

 
 

Visual Arts  Education  *  Visual Arts Education  
 

 

 
Susan Gallagher – Associate Director of Visual Arts Education 
216.521.2540 x13 sgallagher@beckcenter.org 
BFA from Cleveland Institute of Art. An award-winning artist with over 40 years experience as a 
clay artist, teacher and technician. Also an educator with the Ohio Arts Council’s Artist in 
Residence program, and taught in many schools throughout the state. Has works in private and 
public collections, and has held multiple exhibitions. Susan is the owner of SMG Icon Ceramics. 

 
 

 
 
 
Susan Ambro - Visual Arts Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Darrelle Anne Centuori - Mixed Media-Children, Parade the Circle team leader 
BA from Kent State University in Art History and Studio Art, with graduate level coursework in Art 
Therapy and Humanities. A Beck faculty member since 2008, she teaches Early Childhood 
ABC’s, Kids-N-Art and Intro to Art. Member of leadership team for the Beck’s annual Parade the 
Circle entry. Enjoys her two great kids, photography, leading tours at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, and raising butterflies!  
 



 
 
 
 
Danielle Doré-Rook - Drawing Fundamentals, Figure Drawing for Teens, Youth Pottery/Beginner 
BFA in Ceramics from Cleveland Institute of Art, with additional focus in Drawing and Print. Co-
manager of ceramics department at the Brecksville Center for the Arts. Freelances as a ceramic 
and portrait artist; exhibits and sells her work through local studios and galleries. A Lakewood 
resident most of her life, she has 24 years of experience working with children.  
 

 
 
 
Mark Koslow - Painting Teacher Oil and Acrylics 
MA in History from Cleveland State University. Studied at Cleveland Institute of Art, San 
Francisco Institute of Art, Baldwin-Wallace College, Lorain County Community College, and 
Marietta College. Assistant teacher in Black History at Cleveland State University. Began 
painting and making art at age 14. Also a writer, he loves science, nature, animals, carpentry, 
and poetry. His two young children are budding artists. 
 
 

 
 
 
John Nativio - Facilitator for the three hour Pose class, Life Drawing 
Cooper School of Art graduate; private study of old master drawings and Uffizi 
drawing archives. Has participated in over 70 national exhibits, including five solo 
shows in the past two years. With a painting in the permanent collection at Bowling 
Green State University at Firelands, he’s a self-employed artist who maintains a 
studio in Cleveland.  

 
 
 
Jeannie Oakar - Children’s Pottery  
Began working with clay in high school and continued in college at the University of Dayton. As a 
camp counselor, she found her passion for working with children. Also instructs at the Positive 
Education Program, working with special needs high school students, and is the founder of 
SpringBoard Artists, Inc. She loves to share her passion for pottery and art.  
 

 
 
 
 
Len Peralta - Cartooning 
A working illustrator/designer for local and national clients over the past 10 years, his work has 
appeared on CNN.com, NPR and in The New Yorker. His works have become synonymous with 
online geek culture. An illustrator of several children’s books, he lives in Westlake with his wife and 
six children. 
 

 
Regina Scicchitano - Fundamentals of Drawing, Intermediate/Advanced Drawing, Creative Sketchbook/Art Journal 
BFA from Cleveland Institute of Art. Has been pursuing a freelance career since graduation, which includes many 
corporate and private clients. Taught evening art classes at Polaris Career Center in the Continuing Education 
Department from 1997 to 2010; with the Beck Center since 2004. She enjoys spending time in Marblehead and the 
Lake Erie Islands area with family and friends. 



 

Patricia Sigmier – Watercolor, Drawing  
BFA from Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana. Signature member of Ohio Watercolor 
Society. Instructs Watercolor Painting, Color Theory in Watercolor, Botanical Painting, and 
Portrait Painting in Watercolor.  Also teaches Plein air painting for the Case Western Reserve 
University’s Continuing Education Department. Enjoys teaching art classes for local private 
groups and has exhibited in numerous juried shows. 
 
 
 

 
Marilyn Szalay - Life Drawing 
BFA and MFA from Kent State University. In addition to Beck, teaches full time at Cuyahoga 
Community College. Worked as a photographer for Sun Newspapers and produced graphic 
illustrations for Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. Has exhibited and received awards at The Butler 
Institute of Art Midyear Show, Cleveland Museum of Art May Show, and the Massillon Museum of 
Art.  Photographs of Ralph Eugene Meatyard have influenced her aesthetic course. She loves to 
spend time alone walking in the woods, experiencing intimate nature encounters. 
 
 
 

 
 
Lindsay Ward - Children’s Book Author and Illustrator 
BFA in Illustration from Syracuse University. Has illustrated for children’s picture books 
including The Yellow Butterfly by Mehrnaz S. Gill, A Garden for Pig by Kathryn Thurman, 
and the covers of both STAR Academy books by Edward Kay.  Her first authored and 
illustrated book, Pelly and Mr. Harrison Visit the Moon was released in March 2011, and 
her next book, When Blue Met Egg, will be released early spring 2012.  In her spare time 
she loves to bake. 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Arts Therapies *  Creative Arts Therapies  
 

 
Brittany Lesch, MT-BC – Creative Arts Therapies Coordinator 
216.521.2540 x34   blesch@beckcenter.org 
BM in Music Therapy from Ohio University and a Board-Certified Music Therapist specializing 
in leading group and individual sessions for all ages. Coordinates the early childhood arts 
programs including Kids-N-Tunes, Hear & Touch the Music, and Early Childhood ABC’s.  Also 
a member of the steering committee of Northeast Ohio Center for Creative Aging. A native of 
Norwalk, OH, she enjoys the Beck Café! 
 
 

 
 
 
Marty Blanchy-Cross - Yoga Specialist   
MS from American University. Registered Yoga Teacher (RYT) with special training in adapting yoga to particular 
audiences through Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy, Integrative Yoga Therapy and Integral Yoga's teacher training for 
Cardiac Yoga®. 
 
 
 



 
Edward P. Gallagher, MT-BC - Music Therapist, Director of Education 
BM in Music Therapy from Cleveland Music Therapy Consortium and Cleveland State University. 
Founded Beck’s Creative Arts Therapies program in 1994. He leads sessions for young children 
as a music therapist with Toddler Rock at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and is a member of 
several local committees that serve individuals with special needs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sarah Link - Music Specialist  
BM in Music Therapy from the University of Dayton. Practiced music therapy at 
Riverside Academy of Music for four years and The Far Conservatory in Birmingham, 
MI for three years. Early childhood music instructor at the Beck Center since 
2005. Enjoys spending time with her two daughters and husband. 
 
 
 

 
Laura Lucas - Music Therapist 
MT-BC. BS in Music Therapy, Summa Cum Laude graduate of The State University of New York at 
Fredonia, with a minor in Psychology. Completed four years of piano study, pursuing education in 
the Taubman technique under the direction of Fr. Sean Duggan, OSB. Completed intensive six-
month clinical internship at University Hospitals Case Medical Center where she worked with a 
populations ranging from preschool age children to the elderly. Began working at the Beck Center in 
October 2011. though she enjoys the opportunity to work with all populations, working with the 

elderly is a special passion. Other interests include environmentalism, creative writing and cooking. 
 
 
Stacy M. Mintz, MA-AT - Art Therapist 
BA in Human Services from Lynn University and MA in Art Therapy and Counseling from Ursuline College. Provides 
art therapy for children and adults. Has worked with children with special needs and on the Autism spectrum for six 
years. Has experience with multiple populations including: cancer, attention deficit, behavioral, elderly, and special 
needs. Stacy enjoys pottery, painting and playing with her dog, Eli.  
 
 

 
Alyssa K. Wegelin, MT-BC - Music Therapist 
BM in Music Therapy and a minor in Psychology from the University of Miami. Member of the 
American Music Therapy Association. Completed Music Therapy Internship at New Avenues to 
Independence, Inc. in Cleveland. Works with adults and children with developmental delays. A 
native of Florida, she enjoys playing the violin, guitar, piano, and various percussion instruments.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Outreach  Education *  Outreach Education  
 
Rachel Spence – Associate Director of Outreach Education 
216.521.2540 x16   rspence@beckcenter.org 
In addition to being the Associate Director of Outreach Education at Beck Center, she also directs 
youth theater productions. Over 20 years of early childhood education experience. Former theater 
instructor with the Strongsville City Schools and director of the Children’s Theater with the 
Royalton Players. As a playwright has written over 2,000 speaking roles for Beck Center and area 
school productions. Also an award-winning actress with an extensive resume in television and 
theater. Rachel enjoys reading her Kindle, rocking out to obscure bands, and snuggling with 
her shih-tzu.  
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